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 The AFL-CIO joins the rest of the independent, free and democratic trade union 
movements worldwide to strongly condemn the harassment of members of the Sherkat-e 
Vahed trade union.  The right to be a member of a trade union and the right to organize 
an independent labor organization are fundamental workers’ rights, protected under the 
relevant Conventions of the International Labor Organization (ILO).  The AFL-CIO 
strongly condemns the arrest of workers exercising their legitimate, internationally-
recognized trade union rights and demands the immediate release of all detained trade 
unionists, whether in Tehran or elsewhere in Iran. 
 
 I look forward to your immediate and decisive action. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      John J. Sweeney 
      President 
 
 
 
Cc: Mr. Juan Somavia, ILO 
 H.E. Manoutchehr Motaki, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 Mr. Mohammad Jahromi, Minister of Labor and Social Affairs 
 Ambassador Mohammad Reza Alborzi 
 Mr. Guy Ryder, ICFTU 


