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Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Abdul Hussain, Secretary General
General Federation of Bahrain Trade Unions

P.O. Box 26805

Manama

Kingdom of Bahrain.

VIA FACSIMILE: 973.17729599
Dear Secretary General Abdul Ghaffar:

On behalf of the nearly ten million working men and women of the American Federation
of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO), I would like to salute the
courageous position of the General Federation of Bahrain Trade Unions (GFBTU) with respect to
the protection of human rights of all working people in Bahrain, both Bahraini nationals and
migrant workers.

The Federation’s statement of February 11, 2008, which expressed its “unlimited
solidarity” to workers on strike in Bahrain’s construction industry, speaks to the values we share
in the global labor movement to advocate for the rights and interests of all workers, irrespective
of social origin, race, or nationality.

In an era when multi-national corporations are seeking to maximize profits at the expense
of workers’ rights and human dignity, the global labor movement is under enormous pressure to
represent and defend workers. We recognize that the situation in the Gulf is particularly
challenging. Bahraini nationals face high unemployment, stagnant wages, and mounting
inflation, which makes it increasingly difficult for working families to pay for groceries, clothe
their children or find affordable housing. Yet the General Federation has recognized that the
wages and working conditions of nationals and migrant workers are fundamentally linked. The
better the wages and working conditions for the most vulnerable workers, the higher the floor will
be for all workers.

The GFBTU has set a high standard for national and migrant workers’ rights in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) States. We commend the Federation for the steps it has taken to
establish a united labor movement that elevates the human rights of all working people.






